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Vice President of U.S. Grains Council
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Cary Sifferath serves as the vice president for the U.S. Grains Council. In this capacity,
Sifferath is responsible for oversight of the Council’s 10 international offices and all
worldwide programs. Sifferath has held various positions within the Council since joining in
1993. From 1993 to 1995, Sifferath was the manager of international operations/Asia at the
Council’'s Washington, D.C., office. He was responsible for managing all programs within
the Asia region. He was promoted in 1995 to assistant director for the Southeast Asia office,
based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and in 1997 was promoted again to regional director for
Southeast Asia. In that capacity, he was responsible for market development activities
throughout the Southeast Asia region.

From 2001 to 2008, Sifferath served as the senior director in the Council’s Tokyo, Japan
office and carried out market development and trade activities in Japan. From 2008 to 2010
he was the senior director in the Council’s Beijing, China office. During this time, he
managed the Council’s market development programs and office operations in China. From



2010 to 2015 he served as the regional director of Middle East, Africa and Europe in the
Council’s regional office in Tunis, Tunisia. From 2015 to 2022, Sifferath was the senior
director of global programs at the Council’s headquarters in Washington.

Before joining the Council in 1993, Sifferath was a district sales manager for Kent Feeds,
Inc., of Muscatine, lowa. During the last 28 years, Sifferath has lived and traveled
extensively in and outside of the U.S. collecting information and firsthand knowledge of
world grain supply and demand from regular contacts with local feed grain importers,
processors, end-users, and various agricultural agencies.

Sifferath earned his bachelor’s degree at the University of Wisconsin, River Falls, in
agricultural economics and animal science.
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Manager of Global Program, U.S. Grains Council
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Caleb Floss serves as Manager of Global Programs for the U.S. Grains Council. In this
capacity, Floss handles Council programming in Asia and contributes to the overall strategy
of the Council’s activities.

Floss joined the Council in March 2023, and prior to the Council spent nearly four years as
an economist at the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Floss holds a master’s degree in applied economics from the University of Maryland and a
bachelor’s degree in global resource systems and business economics from lowa State
University.
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Chairman of Nebraska Corn Board
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Jay Reiners serves as the at large director on the Nebraska Corn Board. He currently farms
2,100 acres where he grows field corn, seed corn and soybeans.

Jay has always had a strong passion for agriculture. He graduated with an associate’s
degree in general agriculture from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. After a four-year stint
in Nebraska’s Army National Guard, Jay was honorably discharged and returned back to
the farm. In 1992, Reiners’ Farms received the Aksarben’s Pioneer Farm Award. Jay serves
on the Nebraska Corn Board because he can see first-hand the enormous value in
promoting Nebraska corn both domestically and internationally. The benefit of promoting his
own product grows the opportunities for each farmer’s corn.

Jay is active in a variety of leadership roles. He is involved with the Adams-Webster Corn
Growers Association and the Nebraska Corn Growers Association. He previously served as
the chairman of the National Corn Growers’ Market Access action team, on the Market
Development action team and Trade and Biotechnology action team. He has also been
involved with the Little Blue Natural Resource District as well as many church boards.

He raises five children (Michael, Meagan, James, Elisha and Jonathon) with his wife Deb,
and enjoys hunting and fishing when he can find the time.
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Scott is a partner in the family grain farming operation of Haerr Grain Farms. They raise
3036 hectares of corn and soybeans in west central Ohio. Scott is on the Board of Directors
for the Ohio Corn Marketing Program. Scott also serves on the Asia Advisory Team for the
U.S. Grains Council.

He and his wife of 30 years, Amy, have 3 grown children and 1 new edition, Elliott, their first
grandchild.

Scott graduated from The Ohio State University in 1991 with a B.S. in Agriculture and
started his farming career then. Haerr Grain Farms is a 5 time State Champion Corn Yield
Contest winner. His hobbies include spending time with his family and traveling when his
busy farm schedule allows.
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Taiwan Director of U.S. Grains Council
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Michael Lu serves as the director in Taiwan for the U.S. Grains Council. In this capacity, he
identifies and addresses all related trades, technology, policy communication, and market
development to building and maintaining the market for U.S. grains and co-products in
Taiwan.

Michael joined the Council in 2018 with 30 years of professional experiences in Grains and
Oilseeds trading and agri-food industries. Prior to join the Council, Michael was Assistant
General Manager of Cargill Taiwan Grains & Oilseeds Division with in-depth practical
experiences in the global agri-food supply chain, worked with global business units who
originated products around the world, led Taiwan commercial team to ensure high
performance and maintained the record of No. 1 market share over a decade in Taiwan
grains import market.

Michael has good relationships and connections with government agencies and Agri-Food
industrial stakeholders in Taiwan. Michael has been often invited to participate in the
government food security conference, as well as to give public speeches to relevant
industrial associations, university food and agricultural relations institutes, public listed Ag-
Food companies, and international agricultural and grain trade forums.

Michael holds a bachelor’s degree focused on Animal Sciences from National Chung Hsing
University in Taiwan. Besides Michael is the Art Director and Conductor of Keelung
Philharmonic Choir with annual concert in Taiwan.



